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nation, occurs but rarely in normal life. One familiar
instance is the stimulation of the nerve running to
the hand and fingers, by a sharp blow on the elbow
over which it passes. As everybody knows, this gives
rise to a sense of pain at the extremities of the nerve.
The most common illustration of such errors of locali-
zation is found in subjective sensations, such as the
impression we sometimes have of something creeping
over the skin, of a disagreeable taste in the mouth,
of luminous spots floating across the field of vision,
and so on. The exact physiological seat of these is
often a matter of conjecture only; yet it may safely
be said that in many instances the nervous excitation
originates at some point considerably short of its peri-
pheral extremity : in which case there occurs the
illusion of referring the impressions to the peripheral
sense-organ, and to an external force acting on this.

The most striking instances of these errors of
localization are found in abnormal circumstances.
It is well known that a man who has lost a leg
refers all sensations arising from a stimulation of the
truncated fibres to his lost foot, and in some cases has
even to convince himself of the non-existence of his
lost member by sight or touch. Patients often de-
scribe these experiences in very odd language. " If,"
says one of Dr. Weir Mitchell's patients, " I should
say I am more sure of the leg which ain't than the
one which air, I guess I should be about correct."l

1 Quoted by G-. H. Lewes, Problems of Life and Hind, third
series, p. 335. These illusions are supposed to involve an excitation
of the nerve-fibres (whether sensory or motor) which run to the
muscles and yield the so-called muscular sensations.